
CITY OF LAKEWOOD 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, Hispanic and Latin Americans represent the largest minority group in 
the United States with more than 60 million residents, and in Lakewood more than 
11,500 people of Hispanic or Latino heritage call our city home and have helped 
build and strengthen our community for generations at every level; and 

WHEREAS, we proudly celebrate "Hispanic Heritage Month", an observation 
that began in 1968 under President Lyndon B. Johnson, and was enacted into 
federal law on August 17, 1988, calling upon all the people of the Unite.d States to 
observe this time with ceremonies, activities , programs and revisiting our history; 
and 

WHEREAS, from September 15 through October 15 we give special attention to 
honor the invaluable ways Hispanic and Latin Americans contribute to the fabric of 
our community by celebrating our common goals, learning about their diverse 
cultures , and working toward a stronger, more inclusive, and more prosperous 
society for all; and 

WHEREAS, Hispanic and Latin Americans have enhanced and shaped our 
national character with centuries-old traditions that reflect the multi-ethnic and 
multicultural customs that make our nation great, while adding their own distinct and 
dynamic perspectives to the story of our country; and 

WHEREAS, in Lakewood Hispanic and Latin Americans are a significant and fast 
growing demographic representing the largest minority group, and their contributions 
to the city are invaluable including through small business ownership , volunteerism 
and workforce support. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lakewood City Council hereby 
proclaim September 15, 2023 through October 15, 2023 as 

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

in the City of Lakewood and encourages our community to join us in celebrating 
the great contributions of Hispanic and Latin Americans at our Fiesta De La Familia 
event on Saturday, September 9, 2023 from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 at Fort Steilacoom 
Park. 
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CITY OF LAKEWOOD 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2001, nearly 3,000 men, women and children who 
were going about their normal routines were taken from us, depriving families and 
loved ones of a lifetime of precious moments; and 

WHEREAS, in the years that followed we worked to rebuild our nation, more 
sound and resilient than ever before, united and determined to strengthen our 
country's character with acts of endurance and hope, renewal and progress; and 

WHEREAS, the pain inflicted on our nation on September 11 was felt by people 
of every race, background and faith. Though many young Americans have grown up 
without knowing firsthand the horrors of that day, their lives have been shaped by it; 
and 

WHEREAS, the compassion that rose in the hearts and minds of the American 
people following September 11 serves as the ultimate rebuke on those who wish evil 
on this great nation; and 

WHEREAS, first responders who risked and gave their lives to rescue others 
demonstrated the unwavering heroism that defines our country; and 

WHEREAS, on Friday, September 8, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. the public is invited to 
attend a Remembrance Ceremony at Lakewood City Hall to reflect on the 22nd 

anniversary of the attacks, the lives lost, and pay tribute to the families who still live 
with extraordinary pain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lakewood City Council hereby 
proclaims September 11, 2023 as 

PATRIOT DAY AND DAY OF REMEMBRANCE IN THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD 

and urges all residents to observe a moment of silence to honor the innocent 
victims who perished as a result of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and 
to observe this day with remembrance in honor of those individuals. 
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