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Celebrating progress
CITY COUNCIL CORNER

rom public 
safety initiatives 
to continued 
infrastructure 
improvements, 
we made a lot of 
progress in 2023. 

The goal is to enroll 4,000. We 
used federal American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) monies for 
this. 

COMMITTED ARPA FUNDING 
TO SUPPORT LOCAL 
PROGRAMS
We committed ARPA monies 
to support local programs 
instead of balancing our 
budget. That included 
allocating $2.3 million to 
support the Pierce County 
BIPOC Business Accelerator 
program, funding multiple 
agencies focused on low-
income and affordable 
housing, Nourish Food Bank, 
Emergency Food Network, 
YMCA and Boys & Girls 
Club youth programming, 
Springbrook Connections, 
Living Access Support Alliance 
(LASA) and many more.

STRENGTHENED 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE 
NISQUALLY INDIAN TRIBE
We worked with the 
Nisqually Indian Tribe to 
bring educational and 
historical information about 
the Nisqually people to Fort 
Steilacoom Park. We joined 
the tribe for its community 
walk to honor and remember 
Chief Leschi and discussed 
how to honor his legacy on 
their ancestral lands. We look 
forward to continuing this 
partnership in 2024.

INFRASTRUCTURE 
MILESTONES
We celebrated the re-opening 
of Washington Boulevard 
to vehicle traffic. This $22 
million project is the largest 
improvement project in the 

city. We improved pedestrian 
safety on Union Avenue 
in Tillicum, added a paved 
walking path next to Fort 
Steilacoom Park and improved 
access to the park with a 
roundabout.

We also:
• Laid the groundwork for 
an Urban Forestry Program 
and made efforts to address 
climate change in Lakewood. 
• Designated the Garry Oak as 
the official city tree.
• Became owners of the Old 
Settlers Cemetery (via transfer 
from Pierce County). 
• Strengthened our relationship 
with Sister City, Gimhae, South 
Korea.
• Began construction of a 
new Raider Baseball Home 
Field in Fort Steilacoom Park 
in partnership with Pierce 
College.
• Made progress toward 
our vision of becoming a 
thriving arts community with 
new murals and signal box 
transformations into pieces of 
art by local artists, hosted artist 
receptions and updated our 
public art policy. 
• Offered free activities for 
families like the Farmers 
Market, SummerFEST, Fiesta 
de la Familia, Summer Nights 
at the Pavilion, Street Festivals 
at Colonial Plaza, Truck & 
Tractor Day and many more.

We look forward to 
maintaining this momentum 
to achieve key milestones in 
2024 and hope to connect with 
you this year.

Here are notable highlights:

CONVENED REGIONAL 
PUBLIC SAFETY MEETINGS
Mayor Jason Whalen invited 
Pierce County mayors and city 
managers/administrators to 
discuss public safety concerns. 
The group identified common 
problems with public drug 
use, a rise in juvenile crime and 
increases in car thefts. They 
discussed communication 
strategies and how to work 
with state legislators to make 
improvements to laws that 
currently make it hard to hold 
criminals accountable.

PASSED POLICIES AROUND 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
We made it illegal for people 
to camp overnight on public 
property or in the public right-
of-way if shelter beds are 
available. We also made it a 
gross misdemeanor for people 
to openly use drugs in public. 
And gave our police officers 
the authority to arrest people 
who knowingly possess a 
controlled substance.

SUPPORTED CHILDHOOD 
LITERACY
We committed $77,426 to 
support the Rotary Club of 
Lakewood’s effort to increase 
childhood literacy with the 
Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library. Over 1,000 Lakewood 
children are already enrolled. 

HOW TO CONTACT 
YOUR CITY COUNCIL  

Phone: 253-983-7705

Email: CityCouncil@
CityOfLakewood.Us

Online: CityOfLakewood.Us/
City-Council

PARKS APPRECIATION DAY 
Join the City of Lakewood for Parks Appreciation 
Day April 27. Event details on page 12.

HOW TO CONTACT THE CITY

CITY HALL

Phone: 253-589-2489

Email: Info@CityOfLakewood.Us

Online: CityOfLakewood.Us

LAKEWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT

Phone: 253-830-5000

Email: PoliceFrontDesk@CityOfLakewood.Us

Online: CityOfLakewood.Us/Police

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Phone: 253-512-2261

Email:  Permits@CityOfLakewood.Us

Online: CityOfLakewood.Us/Permit-Center

LAKEWOOD PARKS & RECREATION

Phone: 253-983-7887

Email: Parks@CityOfLakewood.Us

Online: CityOfLakewood.Us/Parks

Trestin Lauricella 
Councilmember

F

mailto:citycouncil%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
mailto:citycouncil%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://cityoflakewood.us/city-council
http://cityoflakewood.us/city-council
mailto:info%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://cityoflakewood.us
mailto:policefrontdesk%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://cityoflakewood.us/police
mailto:permits%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://cityoflakewood.us/permit-center
mailto:parks%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://cityoflakewood.us/parks
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What’s up with 
all the road 
construction?

We knew Veterans Drive 
needed to be the detour route 
while Washington Boulevard 
was rebuilt. But, if Veterans 
Drive had not been improved, 
it would not have been able 
to handle the detour traffic. 
Yes, this had a big impact on 
the neighborhood, but if we 
had not planned ahead, the 
impacts would have been a lot 
worse.

Q: HOW MANY MORE 
ROUNDABOUTS ARE 
COMING TO LAKEWOOD?  

A: We can’t say how many 
more roundabouts are coming. 
We evaluate every intersection 
on every project to determine 
the best traffic control. If a 
roundabout makes sense, 
we will add it if funding is 
available. 

Q: WHY DOES IT FEEL LIKE 
EVERY ROAD IN THE CITY IS 
BEING REBUILT?  

A: It’s true, we’ve rebuilt a 

A: No. We are always planning, 
strategizing and reviewing 
how one road project might 
impact another. We do our 
best to limit multiple projects 
at the same time in one area.

We regularly juggle our master 
list of infrastructure projects 
with grant funding timeline 
requirements. If we don’t meet 
the grant requirements, we 
lose the money.

The recent work we did in 
the Lake City neighborhood 
is an example of how we 
juggled projects. It was a lot 
of work in one neighborhood 
for multiple years. We know 
it was frustrating at times for 
residents and businesses.

But what people may not 
know is, we planned the work 
so that it would not all happen 
at once. We started with 
Veterans Drive while hoping 
we’d receive grant funding for 
Gravelly Lake Drive, followed 
by funding for Washington 
Boulevard.

Q&A WITH PUBLIC WORKS ENGINEERING 
DIRECTOR PAUL BUCICH

CURRENT ROAD IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS
• Washington Boulevard: Estimated 
completion spring 2024

• Ardmore/Whitman/93rd: Estimated 
completion summer 2024

• Hipkins Road phase 1: Estimated 
completion summer 2024

STILL TO COME IN 2024
• Steilacoom Boulevard (Weller to 87th): 
Late spring/early summer 2024

• Farwest Drive sidewalks (112th to 91st 
Street Court): Spring 2024

• South Tacoma Way overlay (96th 
Street to Steilacoom): Spring 2024

• South Tacoma Way sidewalks (88th 
Street to 89th Street Court): Fall 2024

• Idlewild/112th Street SW sidewalks: 
Late summer 2024

• Chip seal and pavement patching: 
Ongoing throughout summer

e hear you, there’s a 
lot happening right 
now on Lakewood’s 
roads. We know you 
have questions. We 
have answers. We sat 
down with Public Works 

Engineering Director Paul Bucich to respond 
to some of the more frequent questions we 
hear.
 
Q: WHY DOESN’T THE CITY FINISH ONE 
ROAD PROJECT BEFORE STARTING 
ANOTHER?  

A: Almost all our 
transportation projects are 
grant funded. This means 
there are time requirements 
that we must meet to use 
the money. We do our best 
to spread projects out across 
the community and over 
time. But once a project is 
“awarded”, meaning we are 
told we will get funding, we 
have minimal control over 

timing. In some cases, work won’t start for 
two to three years. In other cases, we must 
immediately begin the project design and 
construction must follow within one to two 
years.

We are the product of our own success. We 
have numerous grant awards to help pay 
for our road improvement projects, which 
saves our community money. The downside 
is we have multiple improvement projects 
happening simultaneously, which can be 
frustrating to those directly impacted by 
construction.

Q: IT FEELS LIKE NO PLANNING GOES 
INTO WHAT ROAD PROJECTS ARE DONE 
AT THE SAME TIME. IS THAT TRUE?  

lot of roads in Lakewood in 
the last eight-plus years. This 
translates to over $125 million 
in grant monies spent. Most of 
these roads pre-date cityhood. 
They were built to lesser 
standards and were not safe 
for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Our improvements have added 
sidewalks, bike sharing and 
streetlights.

Depending on where you 
live, it’s either an exciting 
time or a challenge. If your 
commute takes you through 
a construction zone, you 
are probably ready for it to 
end. The good news is once 
complete, the improvements 
make a big difference. 

The improvements we’re 
making will last generations. 
They transform our ability 
to safely move around our 
city. Whether by car, foot, 
bicycle or scooter. They attract 
new businesses, encourage 
upgrades to homes and older 
businesses, and improve 
property values.  

PAUL  
BUCICH
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

2024 Periodic Review update
State law requires all cities complete a complete review of their 
Comprehensive Plan and development regulations every 10 years. 
This includes review of regulations for critical areas and natural 
resource lands. The review must be done by the end of this year. 

The city embarked on this significant undertaking in 2023. Part 
of the review process includes regular updates to the Lakewood 
City Council, and public outreach events to share information with 
Lakewood residents. A handful of public meetings have already 
been held. More are planned. 

Here are key meeting dates for when the proposed updates will 
be before the Lakewood Planning Commission and the Lakewood 
City Council.

• May 1: Proposed updates presented to Planning Commission
• June 5: Planning Commission public hearing 
• June 26: Planning Commission anticipated action on proposed 
update
• July 8: Comprehensive Plan Periodic Review introduction part 1
• July 22: Comprehensive Plan Periodic Review introduction part 2
• Aug. 5: Comprehensive Plan Periodic Review public hearing
• Aug. 12: Anticipated final review of Comprehensive Plan Periodic 
Reviewhe City of 

Lakewood’s 
abatement 
team was 
busy in 2023 
working 
across 

Cleaning up the neighborhood

neighborhoods to ensure 
blighted and nuisance 
properties are cleaned up.

A nuisance property is not only 
an eyesore to the community, 
it’s a frustration for the 
neighbors around it. The city’s 
team works to fix the problem 
and also educates property 
owners about city code to 
ensure future compliance.

Unfortunately, not every 
property owner is willing to fix 
the problems. For those who 
do not comply, the city’s code 
enforcement team works with 
various departments internally 
and externally to ensure 
compliance. That includes 

the Lakewood building 
department to correct 
building code violations, 
the city’s rental housing 
safety program team to 
ensure rental units are 
safe for people to live in, 
the police department to 
address illegal activity, or 
the city’s legal department 
to bring action against the 
most egregious violations.

Typically, it takes all of these 
departments working 
together to resolve the 
issues. 

In 2023, the city’s 
abatement team 
completed 15 projects. 
Due to the complexity 
often involved with these 
violations and legal 
requirements, there are 
times when an abatement 
property can take multiple 
years to resolve.

Property owners are 
always provided with the 
opportunity to correct the 
problem first. If they don’t, 
the city will step in. The city 
bills the property owner for 
the work. 

T RENTAL HOUSING SAFETY PROGRAM LAUNCHES 
NEW WEBSITE

The City of Lakewood’s Rental Housing Safety Program recently 
launched a new web portal for property owners. Existing users of 
the former site, or previously registered rental property owners, 
need to set up a user account on the new site. The new web portal 
is Slate.Tolemi.Com/lakewood-wa/reg/rental. 

All 2024 rental business licenses must be obtained before April 30.

The city’s Rental Housing Safety Program was established by the 
Lakewood City Council to ensure Lakewood’s rental housing meets 
specific life and safety standards. It was also created to promote 
compliance with these standards, so the health and safety of 
tenants are not jeopardized. In addition to compliance, another 
program goal is to increase awareness and sharing of information 
with future rental property owners, managers, landlords and 
tenants so that everyone knows the required rental housing 
standards.

For more information about the program visit CityOfLakewood.Us/
rental-housing-safety-program/  

AFTER

BEFORE

HAVE YOU SEEN 
JUNK PROPERTIES? 

Let us know by 
contacting our 
abatement team 
through the 
MyLakewood311 app 
or our online portal. 
Scan the QR code or 
visit CityofLakewood.
Us/MyLakewood311 for 
more information.

Junk vehicles, garbage and unsafe buildings were removed on this property on 83rd Street SW.

https://Slate.Tolemi.Com/lakewood-wa/reg/rental
https://cityoflakewood.us/rental-housing-safety-program/
https://cityoflakewood.us/rental-housing-safety-program/
http://CityofLakewood.Us/MyLakewood311
http://CityofLakewood.Us/MyLakewood311
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A message 
from Chief 
Patrick D. 
Smith
Each year, law enforcement 
faces new challenges. A look 
back at 2023 shows it was 
no different. But what is 
significant about last year was 
our ability to adapt, improvise 
operations and improve our 
overall service level.

I joined the 
Lakewood 
Police 
Department 
in March 
2023. At the 
time we were 
competing 
with agencies 
across the 
state for 
qualified 

officers. We needed to fill 
vacancies to increase our 
response to the community 
and ultimately reduce crime 
and victimization.

I am pleased to share all our 
open positions are now full. 
We hired exceptional officers 
who are working to “Make 
a Difference” in Lakewood. 
Having a full department once 
again means our officers are 
out addressing quality of life 
issues in the community and 
keeping people safe.

The women and men of the 
Lakewood Police Department 
stand committed to the 
protection of life, security of 

STAY INFORMED  
WITH LAKEWOOD ALERT

POLICE DEPARTMENT  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2023

property, and to serve our 
community with pride and 
professionalism. In Lakewood, 
we share a common interest in 
creating a safer city with safer 
schools, safer businesses, and 
safer neighborhoods so we all 
can thrive. 

2023 BY THE NUMBERS

53,921
total calls for service 

4- 
minute  
average response time

 
Most common calls for 
service
• Welfare check
• Traffic stop
• Suspicious vehicle
• Unwanted person

Patrick D. 
Smith

As a department, we recognize 
we cannot police the city alone. 
Together, we can accomplish 
great things. We are extremely 
thankful for all our community 
partners who work with us to 
make Lakewood an attractive 
place to live. 

Sign up to receive alerts and 
notifications through our 

Lakewood 
Alert system. 
This system 
is used for 
emergency 
notifications 
and periodic 
emails 
or text 
messages 

about special events, road closure 
alerts or other announcements. 

Subscribe: Scan the QR code 
or visit CityofLakewood.Us/
Lakewood-Alert 

eterans 
Roofing 
started in 
Lakewood 14 
years ago, but 
owner Jose 
Gonzales is a 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: BUSINESS SHOWCASE

values and experience, but 
those of the Lakewood 
community.

As a member of the Lakewood 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Gonzales is active in the 
organization. He also 
participates in an important 
tradition each holiday season: 
Lakewood Blue Lights.

The tradition dates to 1937. 
That’s when Norton Clapp 
of Lakewood Development 

DINE IN LAKEWOOD

Looking to support local 
restaurants? Consider 
visiting one of these food 
establishments that recently 
opened in Lakewood:

• Bloom Thai Cuisine, 7402 
Custer Road West, Suites 103-
104

• Buffalo Wild Wings 
‘GO’ (carryout only), 10011 

Bridgeport Way SW, Suite 
1100

• Café Brown, 8415 
Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Suite B

• May Cafe, 8904 South 
Tacoma Way, Suite 7 

• One Day Cafe, 9601 South 
Tacoma Way

• Puget Sound Pizza, 12924 
Pacific Hwy. SW

Company built the Lakewood 
Colonial Center. At the time 
known as the Lakewood 
Community Center, Clapp 
decorated the center with blue 
lights every December because 
his first wife Mary Cordelia 
Davis’ favorite color was blue.

In 2019 the Lakewood Chamber 
of Commerce revived the 
practice and encouraged local 
businesses to participate. 
Gonzales and his team at 
Veterans Roofing stepped up 
to help. Each year the business 
volunteers its time and 
resources to string blue lights 
on buildings around the city. 
Veterans Roofing’s assistance 
makes it easier for businesses 
to participate by doing the 
hard work of stringing the 
lights. Ultimately, the lights 
symbolize the holiday spirit 
among Lakewood’s local 
business community.

Veterans Roofing was 
recognized by the Lakewood 
City Council as the January 
2024 City of Lakewood 
Business Showcase because 
of its longevity and positive 
impact in Lakewood and its 
commitment to upholding 
traditions and values that 
reflect the city and its 
residents.

Veterans Roofing

• Rey Carbon, 6112 100th St. 
SW

• Sushi Ya, 6125 100th St. SW

V
lifelong Lakewood resident. He 
graduated from Clover Park 
School District schools and 
chose to return to Lakewood 
to start his business. An Army 
veteran, Gonzales wanted to 
name his company something 
that reflected not only his 

http://CityofLakewood.Us/Lakewood-Alert 
http://CityofLakewood.Us/Lakewood-Alert 
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Additional improvements 
at the south end of the park 
include:

• New off-leash dog park
• Trail improvements
• 3-acre bike track 
• Bike skills area to support the 
bike trails
• Playground area
• Accessible route from the 
parking lot to a viewpoint 
overlooking the southern end 
of the lake
• Landscape improvements

Improvements will also be 
made to 88th Street South 
to support the project. That 
includes accessible parking 
for the dog park, the addition 
of sidewalks and multiple 
trailhead improvements that 
will extend on the southern 
edge of the park. The project is 
$6 million.  

EDGEWATER PARK MASTER PLAN UPDATE

Edgewater Park is a relatively undeveloped 
2.8-acre linear park on the shore of Lake 
Steilacoom. The park includes a small boat 
ramp and grass area. It is largely used by 
residents of the surrounding neighborhood. 

In 2018 and 2019 the City of Lakewood 
worked with neighbors and park users to 
craft a draft Master Plan that outlined future 
development and uses of the park. The city 
is now reviewing and updating the plan to 
prepare for upcoming grant cycles to apply 
for outside funding to pay for some of the 
park improvements.

The Lakewood Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board is leading in the process. Public 
meetings were held at the end of 2023 and 

start of this 
year to gather 

public input. 
The all-volunteer 

advisory board will 
review the draft master 

plan at the end of March. Ultimately the 
committee will send its recommendation 
to the Lakewood City Council for review and 
consideration. 

The Lakewood City Council is expected to 
review the draft plan at a study session in 
April and could act on the plan at a regular 
meeting the same month. 

Learn more: CityOfLakewood.Us/ 
edgewater-park

PARKS AND RECREATION

his fall major 
work will begin 
on two City 
of Lakewood 
parks. The 
projects will 
improve the 

Big park projects planned for 2024

T
sites for visitors and make the 
parks more accessible. 

AMERICAN LAKE PARK
Construction is anticipated 
to begin in the fall and 
continue into spring 2025. The 
city will invest $4 million in 
improvements. Improvements 
include: 

• Building an accessible route 
to the beach 
• Replace the retaining walls 
and bulkhead 
• New restrooms

• Wider stair access to the 
beach
• Addition of a small plaza
• New entry plaza between the 
restrooms and playground
• Landscaping improvements 
at the entrance, parking lot 
and along the shoreline
• Playground upgrades to 
improve accessibility
• New trash enclosure and 
trash sites

WARDS LAKE PARK
On the other side of town, 
work will begin mid to late 
2024 on Wards Lake Park off 
84th Street. We’ll embark 
on the first two phases of 
this multiphase project. This 
includes increasing access to 
the park from 25th Avenue 

South and adding a parking lot 
to support the new access.

Other improvements include:

• A 170-foot-long bridge around 
and over the lake to add an 
accessible path 
• Ten-foot-wide paved and 
gravel paths in the north area 
of the park
• New playground
• A pump track (bike track)
• New plaza
• New shelter
• New restroom facility
• Improved prairie area and 
bird blind overlooking the lake
• Landscape improvements to 
the entry and shoreline
• Parking lot expansion

Take me out to the ball game 
Work is progressing 
steadily on the new 
turf infields at Fort 
Steilacoom Park. 
Construction crews 
are working hard to 
get the fields ready 
for play this spring. 
The current schedule 
has work completed 
by mid-March. Once 
complete, Field 1 
will be home to 
the Pierce College 
Raiders Baseball 
program. The field 
will be available for 
youth leagues this 
summer.

http://www.CityOfLakewood.Us/edgewater-park
http://www.CityOfLakewood.Us/edgewater-park
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NEW WELLNESS 
PROGRAMS FOR 2024
From martial arts to 
meditation, the City of 
Lakewood kicked off 
2024 with new wellness 
programming at the Pavilion 
at Fort Steilacoom Park. 
Classes range from morning 
to evening. Check out the 
full class schedule, including 
course descriptions, cost 
and registration links 
online. Many of the classes 
also have a drop-in option, 
letting people try them 
out before committing to 
a multiweek session. Learn 
more: CityOfLakewood.Us/
Recreation-Programs

Farmers Market. New this 
year we’ll feature pop-up 
markets. Find the pop-up 
market themes and more 
at CityofLakewood.Us/
FarmersMarket

SATURDAY STREET 
FESTIVAL: JAZZ NIGHT & 
CAR SHOW
4-7 p.m. | June 1
Enjoy live jazz and stroll the 
Colonial Plaza promenade to 
see classic cars at the 2024 
Street Festival. This family-
friendly event has food trucks, 
local vendors, artists and more. 

SUMMER NIGHTS AT THE 
PAVILION 
6:30–8 p.m. | Tuesdays, June 
18 – Aug. 27 (except July 16 & 
23)
Pavilion at Fort Steilacoom 
Park

Visit the Lakewood Farmers 
Market for dinner, set up a 
lawn chair or picnic blanket 
and enjoy an evening of live 
music on the outdoor Pavilion 
stage. Concerts are every 
Tuesday (except July 16 and 23) 
and feature a range of musical 
talent. Find the list of bands: 
CityofLakewood.Us/Concerts

SUMMERFEST 
11 a.m.–10 p.m. | July 20
Fort Steilacoom Park
Join us for this FREE outdoor 
festival that includes 
live entertainment, an 
international festival, stilt 
walkers, food trucks, a car 
show, kids’ activities, hot 
air balloon rides, balloon 
glow at night, drone show 
and so much more. More 
details: NEARcation.com/
SummerFEST

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Aug. 6
Lakewood
Gather your neighbors for this 
national celebration. Each 
August the Lakewood Police 
Department and Lakewood 
City Council visit neighborhood 
barbecues, potlucks and 
gatherings to strengthen 
relationships.

FIESTA DE LA FAMILIA 
12–6 p.m. | Sept. 7
Fort Steilacoom Park
Join us for an afternoon 
of culture and celebration 
with dancing, live music, 
community performances, 
food trucks, local vendors, art 
show competition, car show, 
children’s parade, interactive 
activities and family fun.

SAVE THE DATE

PARKS APPRECIATION DAY
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. | April 27
Various park locations
Help us clean up our parks by 
picking up trash, pulling weeds 
and light landscaping. To 
volunteer, contact Nikki York at 
253-983-7887 or email  
parks@cityoflakewood.us. 

KID’S FISHING EVENT 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. | May 18
American Lake Park
Bring the kids to the beach 
at American Lake Park and 
participate in our annual 
fishing event. Fishing poles 
provided. Registration details 
at CityofLakewood.Us/
Calendar

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 
SUMMIT 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. | May 25 
Harrison Preparatory School
Hosted by the Lakewood 
Youth Council, the 2024 Youth 
Empowerment Summit is 

open to all Lakewood youth in 
grades seventh through 12th. 
Students will come together 
to share ideas, participate in 
breakout sessions focused 
on resume building, business 
startups, self-care and more. 
They will leave empowered 
to take control of their future. 
Registration opens in April.

LAKEWOOD FARMERS 
MARKET 
2–7 p.m. | June 4 – Sept.17 
(except July 16 & 23)
Fort Steilacoom Park
Find fresh cut flowers, fresh 
produce, local vendors, food 
trucks, live entertainment, and 
family fun at the Lakewood 

City of Lakewood 
2024 events

Kid’s 
Fishing 
Event,  
May 18

SummerFEST, 
July 20

Lakewood 
Farmers 
Market, 
June 4- 
Sept. 17

Fiesta  
de la 

Familia,  
Sept. 7

Continued on page 14

http://CityOfLakewood.Us/Recreation-Programs
http://CityOfLakewood.Us/Recreation-Programs
http://CityofLakewood.Us/FarmersMarket
http://CityofLakewood.Us/FarmersMarket
http://CityofLakewood.Us/Concerts
https://nearcation.com/summerfest
https://nearcation.com/summerfest
mailto:parks%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://CityofLakewood.Us/Calendar
http://CityofLakewood.Us/Calendar
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INTERIM LAKEWOOD 
LIBRARY PROJECTS  
AUGUST OPENING 

If the construction plan holds, 
the Pierce County Library 
System projects to open its 
interim Lakewood Pierce 
County Library in August. The 
new library, located at 10202 
Gravelly Lake Drive SW, will 
be open seven days a week 
and offer full services. It will 
be a multigenerational library 
and a center for learning and 
enjoyment for the Lakewood 
community.

The community has been far 
too long without a library. The 
Library System acknowledges 
it has been a long haul to open 
the interim library and thanks 
you for your patience and 
support.

The 7,500-square-foot library 
will provide learning resources 
and classes for all ages; deliver 
books, materials and events 
for enjoyment; and offer 
community meeting spaces to 
gather. Overall, you may:
• Choose from more than 
20,000 copies of books, movies 
and magazines or place a 
hold on any of the more than 

600,000 books and movies in 
the Library System and pick it 
up at Lakewood Library.
• Enjoy classes and events.
• Conduct research, do 
homework or just have fun 
on one of the dozens of 
computers.
• Reserve space for meetings 
and connecting in the 
community meeting room.

Lakewood Library staff look 
forward to seeing you soon!

More information: mypcls.
org/lakewood-pierce-county-
library/

Are you an older adult 
looking for fun activities 
and programs? 
The Lakewood Senior Activity Center offers something for 
everyone! Join a Men’s Coffee, Coffee & Conversation, Mah-
Jongg Virtual Happy Hour, a drive-through event and more. 
Or sign up for one of the fitness and wellness programs 
like Fall Prevention/Sit & Fit, Tai Chi, Line Dancing, Cardio 
Drumming, Chair Yoga and more. Check out these upcoming 
opportunities to get involved:

Dirty Gloves Gardening Club: Spring is here! Do you love 
puttering around the garden learning how to make plants 
grow? Join a group of passionate gardeners to learn about plants, 
growing techniques, hear from occasional guest speakers, trade 
tips and tricks, swap stories and make new friends. This group is 
for beginners to more experienced gardeners. We all have a lot to 
contribute. Let’s grow together!

Brain Games: Research shows that keeping your brain active can 
help reduce age-related cognitive disorders. Joins us to super 
charge your brain with interactive brain games, challenges and 
some fun!

Want to learn more? Contact Recreation Coordinator Elizabeth 
Scheid for information about programs, activities, schedules, 
locations and registration information. Email escheid@
cityoflakewood.us or call 253-983-7786 or email Debbie Washburn 
at dwashburn@cityoflakewood.us. 

LAKEWOOD FREE 
SPRING COMMUNITY 
CLEANUP
Bring trash, junk and 
recyclables to the Lakewood 
Transfer Station for the city’s 
Spring Community Cleanup 
Saturday and Sunday, April 
27-28 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
(last vehicle admitted at 1:45 
p.m.).

This event is free for 
Lakewood residents only; a 
utility bill or ID is required 
to show proof of residence. 
Participants should be 
prepared to back up a steep 
ramp, unload all items 
yourself, bag all loose items 
and wear proper footwear.

Additional rules:
• 5-minute time limit to 
unload items
• No box vans or vehicles 
taller than 7 feet
• Trailers over 4-feet-by-8-feet 
prohibited
• Unsafe vehicles may be 
cited

Accepted items:
• Tires (removed 

from rims)
• Bicycles
• Furniture
• Grills
• Appliances

• Recyclables
• Bagged garbage

Not accepted:
• Commercial waste
• Loose items
• Paint/hazardous materials
• Yard waste
• Construction waste
• Lumber longer than 8 feet
• Concrete
• Auto parts
• Explosive materials
• Propane tanks
• Electronics
• Donations
• Mattresses

COMMUNITY: LAKEWOOD SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER

Dirty  
Gloves 

Gardening 
Club

TRUCK & TRACTOR DAY 
12-3 p.m. | Oct. 12
Fort Steilacoom Park
Take a free hayride, climb 
aboard giant trucks, tractors, 
buses and fire trucks. This 
free, favorite fall festival is 
the perfect chance to build 
memories with your family.

FALLEN OFFICERS FOOD 
DRIVE
6 a.m. – 6 p.m. | Nov. XX
Lakewood police station
Drop off nonperishable food 
items, monetary donations or 
sign up to donate blood for 
this annual event held by the 
Lakewood Police Department 
to benefit Emergency Food 
Network and Bloodworks NW.

HOLIDAY PARADE OF 
LIGHTS & TREE LIGHTING 
4:30-6 p.m. | Dec. 7  
Lakewood City Hall
6000 Main St. SW
Kick off your holidays in 
Lakewood at our Holiday 
Parade of Lights and 
annual Tree Lighting. Join 

the community parade to 
showcase your business or 
group, line the parade route 
and visit Santa.

JINGLE BELL 1-MILE KIDS 
DASH & 5K RUN/WALK
9:30 a.m. | Dec. 14
Fort Steilacoom Park
This 5k walk/run and 1-mile kids 
fun run is great for families. 
Wear your best holiday-
themed costume, bring 
your dog (on a leash), grab 
the stroller and head to Fort 
Steilacoom Park for holiday 
cheer. Registration will open in 
the fall.

For more information, visit 
CityofLakewood.Us/Calendar 
or follow the city on social 
media.

Jingle Bell 
Dash & Run,  

Dec. 14

Truck & 
Tractor Day, 

Oct. 12

http://mypcls.org/lakewood-pierce-county-library/
http://mypcls.org/lakewood-pierce-county-library/
http://mypcls.org/lakewood-pierce-county-library/
mailto:escheid%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
mailto:escheid%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
mailto:dwashburn%40cityoflakewood.us?subject=
http://CityofLakewood.Us/Calendar
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SIGN UP  
FOR LAKEWOOD NEWS
Our weekly email newsletter 

covers important news, 
upcoming events, construction 

updates and more.

DON’T MISS  
CITY EVENTS

Visit our events calendar to 
see a list of upcoming and 

recurring events hosted by the 
city. Add the events to your 
calendar to make sure you 
never miss out on the fun!

REPORT 
NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES

Report potholes, code 
violations and other items to 

MyLakewood311. Receive status 
updates as city staff work on 

your issue.

FOLLOW US  
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Find Lakewood on social media 
to see what’s happening in 

real-time. We’re on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn 

and YouTube.

led to 20 internships and five 
post-graduation jobs that have 
been earned by students in 
the district’s aerospace and 
engineering program over the 
last two years.

WPFR: SIGN YOUR CHILD UP 
FOR SAFE SITTER CLASSES 

West Pierce Fire & Rescue is 
offering “safe sitter” babysitting 
classes this summer to teach 
students ages 11-13 how 
to safely care for younger 

children. It is 
common for 

children in 
this age 
group to 
stay home 
alone or 
watch 

younger 
siblings. Even 

if they are not 
babysitting outside 

the home, the skills they learn 
in this course are informative 
and useful. Students will learn 
how to run babysitting as 
a business, childcare skills, 
choking and CPR rescue, and 
basic first aid.

Two courses are offered this 
summer. The classes are 
taught over three days from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Cost is $45.

Space is limited and pre-
registration is required. To 
complete the class, students 
must attend the entire time.

Classes are:

• June 19-21: West Pierce Fire & 
Rescue Station 31, 3631 Drexler 
Drive W, University Place

• June 26-28: West Pierce Fire 
& Rescue Station 20, 10928 
Pacific Highway SW, Lakewood

Please visit westpierce.org/
safesitter for more information.

CPSD: PREPARING 
STUDENTS FOR FUTURE 
CAREERS

Clover Park School District 
(CPDS) provides a robust 

collection of Career 
and Technical 

Education 
(CTE) courses, 
pathways, 
and 
experiences 
to help 

students 
thrive and 

graduate career 
ready. CTE helps students 
identify and study for future 
careers.

Career pathways allow 
students to meet graduation 
requirements while preparing 
for college and careers 
through hands-on projects 
and activities in a simulated 
workplace environment, 
including careers such as 
information technology, 
education, aerospace, 
engineering and more.

Nearly every CTE course in 
CPSD offers students the 
option to earn dual credits, 
which can give them a head 
start in a certificate program, 
credits to take with them to 
supporting colleges or even an 
associate of applied science or 
bachelor’s degree.

CPSD collaborates with local 
higher education and private 
sector companies to make 
education more responsive to 
the ever-changing job market. 
Each CTE program in CPSD 
requires input from our local 
business community.

One strong partnership is 
CPSD’s relationship with the 
Boeing Company, which has 
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