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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & PUBLIC WORKS 

Required Findings for Reasonable Use Exceptions (LMC 14.142.080) 

The Hearing Examiner may approve the reasonable use exception, if the Examiner 
determines the following criteria are met: 

1. There is no other reasonable use to the proposed development with less impact
on the natural resource land(s) and/or critical area(s); and

2. The proposed development does not pose a threat to the public health, safety
or welfare on or off the site; and

3. Any alteration of the natural resource land(s) and/or critical area(s) shall be the
minimum necessary to allow for reasonable use of the property; and

4. The inability of the applicant to derive reasonable use of the property is not the
result of actions by the applicant in subdividing the property or adjusting a
boundary line thereby creating the undevelopable condition after October 8,
1991 (the effective date of Pierce County Critical Areas Regulations); and
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5. The proposal mitigates the impacts on the natural resource land(s) and/or
critical area(s) to the maximum extent possible, while still allowing reasonable
use of the site.

6. For reasonable use exceptions involving wetlands, the additional requirements
of LMC 14.162.090(D) shall apply.
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